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20th CENTURY CONTINENTAL PHILOSOPHY: 

CRITICAL THEORY (THE FRANKFURT SCHOOL) 

PHIL 467, SECTION 01 (CRN NO. 73707) 

LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING, ROOM 146 

TR 2:10-3:30 P.M. 
AUTUMN SEMESTER 2003 
Professor: David Sherman 
Office: LA 153, ext. 2607 
Office Hours: TR 1230-130pm and by appt. 
E-Mail: david.sherman@umontana.edu 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
"Critical Theory" is a multi-faceted interdisciplinary social theory that seeks to mediate the 
relationship between the utopian idealism of the German philosophical tradition and the (largely) 
uncritical realism of the social sciences. While the former provides Critical Theory with its 
normative impulse, the latter grounds it in existing sociohistorical practices. Through the use of 
"immanent critique," critical theorists try to show how the emancipatory aims of idealism inhere 
within current ideologies and practices, and how they have been historically betrayed. 
This course will consider, in particular, the critical social theory of the first generation Frankfurt 
School theorists. The works to be considered span, approximately, from Max Horkheimer's 
assumption of the School's directorship in 1930 to Theodor W. Adamo's death in 1969, which is 
generally taken to be the point in time that marks the passage of the School's intellectual 
leadership to the second generation of Frankfurt School theorists, who, led by Jtirgen Habermas, 
give critical theory a sharp linguistic turn. 
More specifically, we shall focus on the ways in which the first generation critical theorists used 
the subject-object dialectic left to them by the Hegelian-Marxist tradition to analyze such 
questions as the nature and scope of philosophy and its relation to the social sciences, the inherent 
tendencies within the enlightenment project, and the normative grounding of the increasingly 
precarious standpoint of critique required by Critical Theory itself. At issue is whether their 
continued use of the subject-object model theoretically held open the prospect of social liberation, 
i.e., the resolution of the theory-practice problem, or, as Habermas claims, their thought founders 
along these lines precisely because they retained this methodological starting point. 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
S. Bronner and D. Kellner, eds, Critical Theory and Society, Routledge, 1989 ("CTS") 

Brian O'Connor, ed., The Adorno Reader, Blackwell Publishers, 2000 ("AR") 

Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization, Beacon Press, 1966 ("EC") 

Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man, Beacon Press, 1991 ("ODM") 

Additionally: Essays on Reserve in the Boyce Library, Liberal Arts Bldng. RoomlOl ("Boyce") 
REQUIREMENTS 
Undergraduates: Two tests (60%) and an 8-page paper (40%): Class attendance (whi.ch is not 
optional) and class participation can affect your letter grade by one increment. 
Graduate students: Two tests (60%), a 12-page paper (40%), and a class presentation: Class 
attendance (which is not optional), class participation, and your class presentation can 
affect your letter grade by one increment. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

WEEK OF: READINGS: 
September 2/4 The Philosophical Roots of Critical Theory 
Foundations ofCritical Theory: 
September 9/11 Horkheimer, "The State of Contemporary Social Philosophy and the Tasks 
of an Institute for Social Research" (CTS 25-36) and "Notes on 
Science and the Crisis" (CTS 52-57) 
Fromm, "Psychoanalysis and Sociology" (CTS 37-39) and "Politics and 
Psychoanalysis" (CTS 213-218); Benjamin, "Theses on the 
Philosophy of History" (CTS 255-262) 
September 16/18 Adorno, "The Actuality of Philosophy" (AR 23-39) and "Metacritique of 
Epistemology, from Against Epistemology (AR 112-136) 
September 23/25 Horkheimer, "Critical and Traditional Theory" (Boyce) 
Marcuse, "Philosophy and Critical Theory" (CTS 58-74) 
The Response to Fascism's Ascendance 
Sept. 30/0ct. 2 Pollock, "State Capitalism" (CTS 95-118); Neumann, from Behemoth 
(Boyce); Kracauer, "The Mass Ornament" (CTS 145-154) 
Horkheimer and Adorno, "The Concept of Enlightenment," from Dialectic 
ofEnlightenment (AR 155-173) 
October 7/9 Horkheimer and Adorno, "Odysseus or Myth and Enlightenment," from 
Dialectic ofEnlightenment (Boyce) 
Adorno, "The Culture Industry Reconsidered" (AR 230-238) and "The 
Melancholy Science," from Minima Moralia (AR 79-83) 
Critical Theory, Psychology, and Sociology 
October 14/16 FIRST EXAM 
Marcuse, Eros and Civilization 
October 21/23 Marcuse, Eros and Civilization 
October 28/30 Marcuse, Eros and Civilization; Fromm, "The Crisis of Psychoanalysis" 
(CTS 247-252) 
Adorno, "Sociology and Psychology" (Boyce); Marcuse, "Obsolescence of 
the Freudian Concept of Man" (CTS 233-246) 
November 4/6 Adorno, "Sociology and Empirical Research," from The Positivist Dispute 
in Gennan Sociology (AR 174-191) and "Society"(CTS 267-275) 
Philosophical Models 
November 11/13 NO CLASS: VETERANS' DAY 
Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man 
November 18/20 Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man 
November 25/27 Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man 
NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING 
December 2/4 Adorno, "Introduction from Negative Dialectics (AR 54-78) and "The 
Autonomy of Art," from Aesthetic Theory (AR 239-263) 
December 9/11 Adorno, "Subject-Object" (AR 137-151) 
Habermas, "An Alternative way out of the Philosophy of the Subject," 
from Philosophical Discourse ofModernity (Boyce) 
SECOND EXAM 
December 15 PAPERS DUE 
